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From the homily of Mons. Joseph
Chennoth, Apostolic Nuncio

| understand that you started your
apostolate in Japan about 60 years
ago. Your Founder loved Japan, its
people and culture and was eager



to make Christ known in this noble
Land. Now you are engaged in
several activities for the benefit of
all: elderly and young, students or
professionals; for Catholics,
Christians or non-Christians,
whoever is interested in knowing
Christ. Besides giving spiritual,
doctrinal, catechetical and religious
instruction, you aim to form the
person in his totality and you carry
out many activities related to
human formation, character
formation, and virtue and value
formation.
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In his homily for the canonization of
St. Josemaria on 6 October 2002,
Pope John Paul Il said that this
saint was a master in the practice
of prayer, which he considered to
be an extraordinary "weapon" to
redeem the world. He always
recommended: "in the first place
prayer; then expiation; in the third
place, but very much in third place,
action" (The Way, n. 82). Itis not a
paradox but a perennial truth: the
fruitfulness of the apostolate lies
above all in prayer and in intense
and constant sacramental life. This,
in essence, is the secret of the



holiness and the true success of
the saints.
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