opusdei.org

"Their children are
the most important”

In national life there are two
things which are really
essential: the laws concerning
marriage and the laws to do
with education. In these areas
God's sons have to stand firm
and fight with toughness and
fairness, for the sake of all
mankind. (The Forge, 104)

July 22

Being a father or a mother is not
simply a matter of bringing children
into the world. The capacity for



generation, which is a share in the
creative power of God, is meant to
have a continuation. Parents are
called to cooperate with the Holy
Spirit in the development of their
children into men and women who
will be authentic Christians.

The parents are the first persons
responsible for the education of their
children, in human as well as in
spiritual matters. They should be
conscious of the extent of their
responsibility. To fulfill it, they need
prudence, understanding, a capacity
to love and a concern for giving good
example. Imposing things by force, in
an authoritarian manner, is not the
right way to teach. The ideal attitude
of parents lies more in becoming
their children’s friends — friends
who will be willing to share their
anxieties, who will listen to their
problems, who will help them in an
effective and agreeable way.



Parents should find time to spend
with their children, to talk with
them. They are the most important
thing — more important than
business or work or rest. In their
conversations, parents should make
an effort to listen, to pay attention, to
understand, to recognize the fact that
their children are sometimes partly
right — or even completely right —
in some of their rebellious attitudes.
At the same time, they should help
their children to direct their efforts
and to carry out their projects
properly, teaching them to consider
things and to reason them out. It is
not a matter of imposing a line of
conduct, but rather of showing the
human and supernatural motives for
it. In a word, parents have to respect
their children’s freedom, because
there is no real education without
personal responsibility, and there is
no responsibility without freedom.
(Christ is passing by, 27)
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