opusdei.org

Quotes on Opus Dei
from U.S. Bishops

Statements on Opus Dei from
various American bishops.

01/20/2005

Cardinal Edward Egan (New York):
"It is with great pleasure that I
express my appreciation for the
work of Opus Dei here in the
Archdiocese of New York for over
forty years. Whether through
programs for the needy in our inner-
city or through spiritual counseling
in retreats and individual spiritual
direction, Opus Dei has encouraged,



and continues to encourage, the
faithful to live the Gospel where they
find themselves in the world, in their
families and in their place of work."
May 3, 2004.

Bishop Wilton Gregory (President,
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops): "I consider my many Opus
Dei friends a wonderful gift to my
episcopal service in the Church. I
respect and admire the many
activities in which Opus Dei serves
the needs of the Church and
advances the work of evangelization
and the sanctification of God's
People." April 3, 2004.

Bishop Joseph Fiorenza (Galveston-
Houston): “I have been associated
with Opus Dei for twenty years and
can testify that the priests and
members are fully dedicated to living
the gospel by integrating its message
into their daily work. They incarnate
the universal call to holiness in their



teaching and pastoral care. Their
mission is to help those whom they
serve to live holy and faith-filled
lives. The Opus Dei priests and
members are faithful to the
teachings of the Church and to the
Popes and Bishops. Their fidelity is a
strength for the Church but at times
is viewed as negative and suspicious
by those who do not understand such
fidelity to God and the Church. The
Diocese of Galveston-Houston is
blessed to have Opus Dei staff our
downtown chapel and minister to the
workforce and shoppers in that area.
Their work is well-received and
greatly appreciated.” December 29,
2003.

Archbishop Charles Chaput
(Denver): “Opus Dei has always
encouraged active lay leadership and
service among Catholics. It
prefigured some of the reforms of
the Second Vatican Council by
decades. Its members are motivated,



faithful Catholics and an
extraordinary blessing for the
believing community. Opus Dei -
along with the other new charisms,
communities, and movements
renewing today’s Church - is very
welcome in the Archdiocese of
Denver.” December 20, 2003.

Cardinal William Keeler
(Baltimore): “The church and the
world need the message of holiness
in ordinary life preached by St.
Josemaria.” From a homily at a Mass
for St. Josemaria Escriva’s first feast
day at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
in Washington on June 25, 2003.

Archbishop John Myers (Newark):
“How difficult it is for this
consciousness of the call to holiness
to sink into our minds and act upon
our wills. I think that is why, among
so many worthy institutions, old and
new, God wanted Opus Dei.” From a



homily at a Mass of thanksgiving for
the canonization of St. Josemaria at
St. Mary Major in Rome on October 8,
2002.

Cardinal Justin Rigali
(Philadelphia): “I see Opus Dei
throughout the world really trying to
fulfill the first pastoral guideline
outlined by the Holy Father John
Paul IT in his apostolic letter on the
New Millennium: the search for
personal holiness.... Looking at the
work of Opus Dei in this Archdiocese
I would like to express my gratitude
to the women and men of the
Prelature for their loyal service and
continual apostolate according to the
spirit of their Founder.” From a
homily at a Mass in celebration of the
Centennial of St. Josemaria’s birth, at
Cathedral Basilica in St. Louis on
January 12, 2002.

Archbhishop Gabriel Montalvo
(Apostolic Nuncio of the Holy See



to the United States): “As we
celebrate the 100th anniversary of
the birth of Msgr. Escriva, we could
give him no greater gift than to
follow the great way and teaching
that he has given to the church.”
From a homily at a Mass for the
100th anniversary of the birth of St.
Josemaria Escriva at the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception in
Washington on January 12, 2002.

Cardinal Francis George (Chicago):
“The spirituality of [Saint] Josemaria
is a true Christian humanism. For
Opus Dei respects every area of
human endeavor: the life of the mind
and life of the heart and the life of
the hand.” From a homily at a Mass
for the 100th anniversary of the birth
of St. Josemaria at St. Mary of the
Angels in Chicago, January 9, 2002.

Cardinal James Hickey
(Washington): “The members of the



Work [Opus Dei] have found a way of
really making their work something
joyful, something that you want to be
a part of.” From an interview,
September 9, 1998.

Cardinal John O’Connor (New
York): “I am very grateful for the
work all of you do for the Church
universal, for society at large, and
certainly for the Church here in New
York.... I thank all of those who do
their very best to advance the work
of Opus Dei. I am with you
unconditionally.” From a homily at a
Mass in celebration of Josemaria
Escriva at St. Patrick’s Cathedral,
June 26, 1998.

Cardinal James Francis Stafford
(President of the Pontifical Council
for the Laity): “The ministry of Opus
Dei is one of continually reminding
the faithful of the Church that every
aspect of daily living, no matter how
seemingly insignificant or outwardly



extraordinary, is an opportunity for
the proclamation of Christ’s love for
all.” From a homily at a Mass in
celebration of St. Josemaria Escriva
on June 26, 1995.

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin
(Chicago): “We praise and thank God
for all the wonderful things he has
accomplished through [Saint]
Josemaria and those who have
followed in his footsteps.” From a
homily at a Mass in celebration of
Saint Josemaria Escriva at the Holy
Name Cathedral, July 1, 1992.
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