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“Work... is a blessing
from God”

Work is man's original
vocation. It is a blessing from
God, and those who consider it
a punishment are sadly
mistaken. The Lord, who is the
best of fathers, placed the first
man in Paradise ut operaretur,
so that he would work. (Furrow,
482)
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Work is part and parcel of man’s life
on earth. It involves effort,
weariness, exhaustion: signs of the



suffering and struggle which
accompany human existence and
which point to the reality of sin and
the need for redemption. But in itself
work is not a penalty or a curse or a
punishment: those who speak of it
that way have not understood sacred
Scripture properly.

It is time for us Christians to shout
from the rooftops that work is a gift
from God and that it makes no sense
to classify men differently, according
to their occupation, as if some jobs
were nobler than others. Work, all
work, bears witness to the dignity of
man, to his dominion over creation.
It is an opportunity to develop one’s
personality. It is a bond of union with
others, the way to support one’s
family, a means of aiding in the
improvement of the society in which
we live and in the progress of all
humanity.



For a Christian these horizons extend
and grow wider. For work is a
participation in the creative work of
God. When he created man and
blessed him, he said: “Be fruitful,
multiply, fill the earth, and conquer
it. Be masters of the fish of the sea,
the birds of heaven and all living
animals on the earth.” (Christ is
passing by, 47)
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