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How many personal
prelatures are there
at present? Why
aren’t there more?

The only personal prelature
currently existing is Opus Dei.
The fact that others have not
yet been erected is due to the
newness of personal prelatures,
which have to offer guarantees
of ecclesial solidity and be
harmoniously inserted into the
dioceses in which they operate.
Besides, there are other
ecclesiastical circumscriptions,
such as the military
ordinariates, with the same
type of configuration, that is to



say, one that is both personal
and that complements the
dioceses.
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The only personal prelature
currently existing is Opus Dei. The
fact that others have not yet been
erected is due to the newness of
personal prelatures, which have to
offer guarantees of ecclesial solidity
and be harmoniously inserted into
the dioceses in which they operate.
Besides, there are other ecclesiastical
circumscriptions, such as the
military ordinariates, with the same
type of configuration, that is to say,
one that is both personal and that
complements the dioceses.




pdf | document generated
automatically from https://opusdei.org/
en-uk/article/how-many-personal-
prelatures-are-there-at-present-why-
arent-there-more/ (03/14/2026)


https://opusdei.org/en-uk/article/how-many-personal-prelatures-are-there-at-present-why-arent-there-more/
https://opusdei.org/en-uk/article/how-many-personal-prelatures-are-there-at-present-why-arent-there-more/
https://opusdei.org/en-uk/article/how-many-personal-prelatures-are-there-at-present-why-arent-there-more/
https://opusdei.org/en-uk/article/how-many-personal-prelatures-are-there-at-present-why-arent-there-more/

	How many personal prelatures are there at present? Why aren’t there more?

