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“The enormous
importance of the
task of parents”

You should be full of wonder at
the goodness of our Father God.
Are you not filled with joy to
know that your home, your
family, your country, which you
love so much, are the raw
material which you must
sanctify? (The Forge, 689)

December 30

I am moved that the Apostle should
call Christian marriage sacramentum



magnum, a great sacrament. From
this, too, I deduce the enormous
importance of the task of parents.
You share in the creative power of
God: that is why human love is holy,
good and noble. It is a gladness of
heart which God, in his loving
providence, wants others freely to
give up. Each child that God grants
you is a wonderful blessing from
him: don't be afraid of children! (The
Forge, 691)

In conversations I have had with so
many married couples, I tell them
often that while both they and their
children are alive, they should help
them to be saints, while being well
aware that none of us will be a saint
on earth. All we will do is struggle,
struggle, struggle. And I also tell
them: you Christian mothers and
fathers are a great spiritual motor,
sending the strength of God to your
own ones, strength for that struggle,



strength to win, strength to be saints.
Don't let them down! (The Forge, 692)

Don't be afraid of loving others, for
His sake: and don't worry about
loving your own people even more,
provided that no matter how much
you love them, you love Him a
million times more. (The Forge, 693)

That close intimacy you have with
Christ means that you have a duty to
bear fruit. And yours will be a fruit
that will satisfy the hunger of men
who come up to you in your work, in
your day-to-day life and in your
family environment. (The Forge, 981)
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