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Leading Catholic
figures comment on
the canonization

"We share the great joy of Opus
Dei at the canonization...."
Figures from Focolare,
Communion and Liberation,
Catholic Action, Missionaries of
Charity and the Curia express
their happiness about the
coming canonization of Opus
Dei's founder.

08/29/2002

Carla Cotignoli, Focolare:



"We share the great joy of Opus Dei
at the canonization of Msgr. Escriva.
As the Pope has said so many times,
'charisms are a gift of God and a
hope for mankind.' The charism of
the founder of Opus Dei, that of
seeking sanctity in ordinary life, in
work, is becoming even more a
patrimony of the whole Church.

"Precisely at the beginning of this
new century, when the Pope in Novo
Millennio Ineunte has strongly
reaffirmed the need to live 'ordinary
Christian life at a higher level, to live
holiness, there shines with greater
clarity the beauty and the timeliness
of this gift of the Holy Spirit, so that
together with the other charisms
which have been brought forth in
our time, the laity can contribute
effectively to the renewal of the
world of work, of politics, of
economic life, of art, and of
communication, and bring the soul



back to the various social
environments."

Guzman Carriquiry Lecour,
Undersecretary of the Pontifical
Council for the Laity:

"The announcement of the
approaching canonization of Blessed
Josemaria Escriva has aroused in me
a strong feeling of gratitude. He has
been a father and teacher to many
along the path to holiness and
apostolate — an untiring advocate of
the apostolic responsibility of all of
the faithful, and especially of the lay
faithful, in all the environments and
activities in which they are involved.
His companionship and his
intercession have enriched the whole
Church and helped to renew
everywhere a fruitful impetus of
holiness and apostolate for the
greater praise of God and service of
mankind."



Brian Kolodiejchuk, M.C.,
Postulator of the cause of
canonization of Mother Teresa of
Calcutta:

"It is remarkable how different the
charisms and characters of the saints
in the Church are. At times they even
seem to be opposed to one another,
but when you come to know the life
and spirit of each one deeply, one
ends up perceiving the common
denominator that unites them: that
of being a reflection of Christ’s way
of being, the saint par excellence.
This is the case with two of the great
personalities of the Catholic Church
of the 20th Century: Blessed
Josemaria and Mother Teresa.
Among those points in common I
cannot fail to point out their great
love for the Church, for the Pope, for
sacramental confession; or their
undisputed faith in the value of
prayer as the point of departure for
all apostolic activity; and so many



other aspects, such as their capacity
to undertake ambitious initiatives in
the service of others.

"Among many others I would like to
comment on a point which is
particularly characteristic of the
charism of Mother Teresa: her love
for the poor, for the sick, for the
dying; in short, for those most in
need of help. In them, Mother Teresa
saw Christ himself.

"In the life of Blessed Josemaria we
also encounter a great commitment
to help Christ present in those who
are suffering need . . . a great effort
of social commitment to improve the
conditions of all human beings. . . .
The poor, the sick, the abandoned
were the weapons he used to win the
battle of getting Opus Dei underway.
In both cases, in that of the founder
of Opus Dei and in that of Mother
Teresa, the root of this commitment



is found in faith, which made them
see Christ in every person."

Giancarlo Cesana, of Communion
and Liberation:

"'All work is an occasion of holiness.'
In this phrase of Blessed Josemaria
Escriva, which is at the same time
both an affirmation and a proposal,
one feels all of the attraction and
power of Christianity as an
experience which transforms and
fills with meaning any circumstance
of life, even the most routine and
ordinary."

Msgr. Domenico Sigalini, Assistant
Deputy General of Italian Catholic
Action:

"Holiness, as Catholic doctrine has
always taught, is a gift of God for
everyone. And the fact that there is
someone who has succeeded in
bringing lay people to make this a
living reality in their work, in their



professional field, in the midst of
their social relationships, in ordinary
life—which so many who focus their
mind on distraction and diversions
feel is a torture —is another great gift
of God. It means that Blessed
Josemaria Escriva has been able to
capture the dreams of God for
humanity and has understood that
Jesus became man, has suffered,
died, and risen precisely so that
every man and every woman could
be a priest, king and prophet, that is
a saint, in their lay state itself. Lay
sanctity is something that Catholic
Action seeks daily — with joy and
gratitude does it open itself to this
gift of a new saint whom God has
granted to the Church, to deepen and
share this vocation with everyone."
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