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Dora del Hoyo's
Cause of
Canonization
Opened in Rome

Eight years after her death,
Bishop Javier Echevarría
presided at the opening of the
canonical process on the life
and virtues of Dora del Hoyo,
the first numerary assistant in
Opus Dei.

06/19/2012

Dora del Hoyo was born on January
11, 1914, in Boca de Huergano (Leon,



Spain). In 1939 she moved to Madrid.
After working in domestic tasks for
several families in Madrid, she began
working in La Moncloa, a residence
hall for university students run by
people of Opus Dei. There she met St.
Josemaria and learned how to
sanctify her work in accord with the
spirit of Opus Dei. In Bilbao, on
March 14, 1946, she asked to join
Opus Dei, to help with its apostolates
by continuing with the same work
she had been doing up until then.

On December 27, 1946, at St
Josemaria’s invitation, she moved to
Rome, where she lived for the rest of
her life. By her example and
friendship she helped to give
professional and spiritual formation
to people from all over the world,
and contributed to the expansion of
Opus Dei’s apostolates. She spent her
life doing domestic work in Opus Dei
centers, and she did it with love for
God, a lot of affection for other



people, and great professional
competence, which she worked to
improve throughout her life.

Since her death, more than three
hundred people (the majority,
women who carried out the same
professional work) have expressed in
written testimonies their gratitude
for the Christian example of Dora’s
life. There are also already many
written favors attributed to her
intercession.

The opening of any cause of
canonization is a response to the
spontaneous devotion arising from
the living faith of the people of God,
the authenticity of which is tested by
the Church’s investigative process.

With the requirements foreseen by
canon law having been fulfilled, the
Prelate of Opus Dei, Bishop Javier
Echevarría, decided to begin the
investigative process on her life and
virtues, setting up a Tribunal.



During the ceremony, the Prelate
said: “I am more and more convinced
of the fundamental role this woman
has had and will have in the life of
the Church and society. God called
Dora del Hoyo to work in tasks
similar to those carried out by our
Lady in the home at Nazareth.”

“The Christian example and fidelity
of this woman,” he continued, “will
help strengthen the ideal of a spirit
of service and spread in our society
the importance of the family, a true
domestic church, which she
incarnated in her daily generous and
cheerful work.”

The primary significance of every
cause of canonization is to further
the good of the Church and the
faithful. This cause will contribute to
better understanding the life of self-
giving to God that Dora del Hoyo
lived in her daily joyful service in
domestic work.



As the prayer card for private
devotion to Dora del Hoyo says:
“Lord, you called Dora to work at the
same tasks as the Blessed Virgin
Mary carried out in the home at
Nazareth. Help me to find you in
everyday situations, and to spread all
around me the family warmth which
she displayed in her cheerful, selfless
work, following St. Josemaria’s
teachings.”
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