
opusdei.org

“Strive to become
another Christ”

It has cost a lot to begin getting
rid of those niggling worries
and forgetting about those
personal things you were
looking forward to. They may
have been few and not very
splendid, but they were deeply
rooted. In exchange, you are
sure now that you are
interested and concerned about
your brothers, and only about
them, for you have learned to
discover Jesus Christ in your
neighbor. (Furrow, 765)



September 19

If we do not wish to waste our time
in useless activities, or in making
excuses about the difficulties in our
environment — for there have
always been difficulties ever since
Christianity began — we must
remember that Christ has decreed
that success in attracting our fellow
men will depend, as a rule, on how
much interior life we ourselves have.
Christ has stipulated that our
apostolic endeavors will only be
effective if we are saints; rather (let
me put it more correctly) if we strive
to be faithful, for while we are on
this earth we shall never actually be
saints. It may seem hard to believe,
but both God and our fellow men
require from us an unswerving
faithfulness that is true to its name
and is consequent down to the last
detail, with no half measures or



compromises, a faithfulness to the
fullness of the Christian vocation
which we lovingly accept and
caringly practice.

Some of you might think I am
referring only to a select few. Don’t
let the promptings of cowardice or
easygoing ways deceive you so easily.
Feel, instead, God urging each one of
you on, to become another Christ, 
ipse Christus, Christ himself. To put it
simply, God is urging us to make our
actions consistent with the demands
of our faith. For our sanctity, the
holiness we should be striving for, is
not a second class sanctity. (Friends
of God, 5-6)
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