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“The community of disciples of Jesus
was born apostolic and missionary.
The Holy Spirit moulds her
outwardly — a Church which goes
forth, which goes out — so that she is
not closed in on herself but outgoing,
a contagious witness of Jesus — faith
is also contagious — reaching out to
radiate his light to the ends of the
earth. It can happen, however, that
the apostolic ardour, the desire to
reach others with the good news of
the Gospel, may diminish, become
tepid. Sometimes it seems to be
eclipsed; there are “closed-off”
Christians, they don’t think of others.
But when Christian life loses sight of
the horizon of evangelization, the
horizon of proclamation, it grows
sick: it closes in on itself, it becomes
self-referential, it becomes
atrophied. Without apostolic zeal,
faith withers. Mission, on the other
hand, is the oxygen of Christian life:
it invigorates and purifies it. Let us
embark, then, on a process of



rediscovering the evangelizing
passion, starting with the Scriptures
and the Church’s teaching, to draw
apostolic zeal from its sources.”
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