
opusdei.org

“We should go to the
good shepherd”

You think you are quite
important: your studies, your
research work, your
publications, your social
standing, your name, your
political activities, the positions
you hold, your wealth... your
age: you're no longer a child!...
Just because of all that, you,
more than others, need a
Director for your soul. (The
Way, 63)
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The holiness of Christ's Spouse has
always been shown — as it can be
seen today — by the abundance of
good shepherds. But our christian
faith, which teaches us to be simple,
does not bid us be simple‑minded.
There are hirelings who keep silent,
and there are hirelings who speak
with words which are not those of
Christ. That is why, if the Lord allows
us to be left in the dark even in little
things, if we feel that our faith is not
firm, we should go to the good
shepherd. He enters by the door as of
right. He gives his life for others and
wants to be in word and behaviour a
soul in love. He may be a sinner too,
but he trusts always in Christ's
forgiveness and mercy.

If your conscience tells you that you
have committed a fault — even
though it does not appear to be
serious or if you are in doubt — go to
the sacrament of penance. Go to the
priest who looks after you, who



knows how to demand of you a
steady faith, refinement of soul and
true christian fortitude. The Church
allows the greatest freedom for
confessing to any priest, provided he
has the proper faculties; but a
conscientious Christian will go —
with complete freedom — to the
priest he knows is a good shepherd,
who can help him to look up again
and see once more, on high, the
Lord's star. (Christ is passing by, 34)
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