opusdei.org

"She teaches us to
have charity"

In the hour of rejection at the
Cross, the Virgin Mary is there
by her Son, willing to go
through the same fate. Let us
lose our fear of behaving like
responsible Christians when the
environment in which we move
is not easy. She will help us.
(Furrow, 977)

3 May

What a contrast between Our Lady’s
hope and our own impatience! So
often we call upon God to reward us



at once for any little good we have
done. No sooner does the first
difficulty appear than we start to
complain. Often we are incapable of
sustaining our efforts, of keeping our
hope alive. Why? Because we lack
faith. ‘Blessed art thou for thy
believing; the message that was
brought to thee from the Lord shall
have fulfillment.’

She teaches us to have charity.
Remember the scene of the
presentation of Jesus in the temple.
An old man, Simeon, ‘said to his
mother Mary, Behold, this child is
destined to bring about the fall of
many and the rise of many in Israel;
and to be a sign which men will
refuse to acknowledge; and so the
thoughts of many hearts shall be
made manifest; as for your own soul,
it shall have a sword to pierce it.” So
great is Mary’s love for all mankind
that she, too, fulfilled Christ’s words
when he affirmed: ‘Greater love has



no man than this, that he should lay
down his life for his
friends.’ (Friends of God, 286)
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