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Corruption is sweet
but destroys

For the past few months the
Kenyan Catholic bishops have
launched a campaign against
corruption. Its success will
depend on how each one of us
behaves when this kind of
temptation comes our way.
Below are ideas and examples
of how some people have
managed to stop this
“pandemic”, possibly worse
than COVID-19.
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A young primary school boy narrates
one of his experiences during the 
Huduma Namba exercise. He, his
parents and brother had gone to
register. They all went on a Sunday, a
few days before the deadline. The
queue was very long but they were
ready to wait. Someone then
approached them and told them: “I
can speed up things for you. I can
take all of you to this building where
there are some laptops and people
who can do the registration very fast
for you. You only have to give me
1,000/- and you will save a lot of time
and energies.” The parents decided
to follow the normal procedure of
waiting so as to give a good example
to their children and to the person
asking for a bribe.

I also remember what I read in a
book about Saint Teresa of Kolkata.
An Indian family that helped Mother
Teresa a lot when she started
working in the Kolkata slums had a



special place in Mother Teresa’s
heart and she used to visit them
quite often. At one of those visits, a
daughter, already an adult, was
present and started complaining to
Mother Teresa about the corruption
found in Kolkata’s City Council saying
that one had to give bribes for
everything, and to everyone. She
wanted Mother Teresa to use her
great prestige to recommend a friend
of hers. She asked if Mother Teresa
could help, because nothing could be
done without bribes. Mother Teresa
reacted as she always did when
people “spoke of darkness”, as she
used to say, or of “spreading
darkness.”

- Yes. There are very nice people
there. They have helped us a lot with
matters having to do with our
children.

The young lady was not happy with
that answer and tried again:



- Mother Teresa, most people in
Kolkata only want money.

Mother Teresa tried again to speak of
hope and spoke of the Hindu custom
of leaving a handful of rice at the
door of poor people’s places.

The young lady was furious.

- Mother Teresa, when are you going
to wake up? Kolkata is a hell of
corruption.

Some seconds of tension followed.
Mother Teresa looked at the eyes of
the lady and told her in a calm tone:

- I know perfectly well that there is
corruption in Kolkata, but I also
know that there are good things, and
I have decided to look at the good
things.

She was not so naïve as to ignore
evil. She had deliberately decided to



live in love and hope, and to believe
in the goodness of people.

Pope Francis told the following story
during his visit to Kenya in 2015. I
remember, in my own country, a
young person, about twenty years
old, who wanted to get involved in
politics. He studied, he was
enthusiastic, he went from place to
place, and he got a job in a
government office. One day he had to
make a decision about purchasing
something. He had three estimates,
so he reviewed them and he chose
the best one. Then he went to his
boss to have it approved. “Why did
you choose this one?” “Because it
was best for the country’s finances”.
“No, no, you have to choose the one
which will put more money in your
pocket!” This young person told his
boss: “I got into politics to help my
country!”, and the boss’s answer was:
“I got into politics to steal!” This is
just one example.



Mgr. Fernando Ocariz, the Prelate of
Opus Dei, was asked a couple of
questions about corruption during
his visit to Kenya and Uganda in
December 2019. He answered one of
them as follows: “Corruption
happens in all the countries of the
world, in one way or another. To
begin with, you should try to fulfill
your professional duties with
uprightness and perfection. Then
share with your workmates, friends
or relatives, about your efforts not to
fall into it, and the motives of social
order involved. That as a Christian
we have the duty to avoid it so as to
fulfill God’s will. It is also harmful for
the good of the country. Sometimes it
may seem difficult to fight against it,
in things which may be big or small,
but one has to be strong and
personally not to give in or cooperate
with it. And when you may be asked
to pay some bribe or commit a
corrupt action, say that you don’t
want to cooperate, but not in a



violent manner, showing dislike for
the person who is asking you to do it.
Reject corruption yes, but not the
person who is asking for it, not
because you think you are better
than him or you despise him, but
because you are interested in what is
good for him and for the country.”

How to do this in practice will
depend on the specific
circumstances. Below are a few
ideas.

Think about your previous
experience on corruption, or
the experience of other people
you may know, and the lessons
you learned from them, so that
if such things happen again you
may be in position to act in a
calm way by saying something
that may touch the hearts and
consciences of those asking for
a bribe.

• 



Don’t give a bribe until you
have consulted the matter with
someone upright who knows
you and your situation. You
could tell people who want the
bribe that you have to study the
matter.
You could tell them that they
will also suffer corruption in
other places, thus they are
spreading the vice and not
solving anything.
Remind them that corruption
steals one’s joy and robs us of
peace. A corrupt person is
always uneasy.
Whatever they steal by
corruption, will stay behind
when they die and somebody
else will use it.
If you experience corruption,
report it. Bribery, collusion and
all other forms of corruption
thrive in conditions of secrecy
and concealment, and they
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persist because we allow them
to continue.
Tell them that whenever
someone pays to jump the line
for housing or for a permit,
everyone else is pushed back,
especially those who are
defenseless: the elderly, young
children, refugees, single
mothers.
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