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“Mary, teacher of
unlimited self-
giving”

The Blessed Virgin Mary,
Teacher of unlimited self-
giving. Do you remember? It
was in praise of her that Jesus
Christ said: "Whoever fulfils the
Will of my Father, he -- she -- is
my mother! ..." Ask of this good
Mother that her answer, with
the generosity it shows, may
grow stronger in your soul --
with the strength of love and
liberation. Ecce ancilla Domini
-- behold the handmaid of the
Lord. (Furrow, 33)



May 8

Ask yourself now (I too am
examining my conscience) whether
you are holding firmly and
unshakeably to your choice of Life?
When you hear the most lovable
voice of God urging you on to
holiness, do you freely answer ‘Yes’?
Let us turn our gaze once more to
Jesus, as he speaks to the people in
the towns and countryside of
Palestine. He doesn’t want to force
himself upon us. ‘If you have a mind
to be perfect...’, he says to the rich
young man. The young man refused
to take the hint, and the Gospel goes
on to say: abiit tristis, he went away
forlorn. That is why I have
sometimes called him the ‘sad lad’.
He lost his happiness because he
refused to hand over his freedom to
God.



Consider now the sublime moment
when the Archangel Gabriel
announces to the Virgin Mary the
plans of the Most High. Our Mother
listens, and asks a question to
understand better what the Lord is
asking of her. Then she gives her
firm reply: Fiat! Be it done unto me
according to thy word! This is the
fruit of the best freedom of all, the
freedom of deciding in favour of
God. (Friends of God, 24-25)
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