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“Obeying God's will
always means
leaving our
selfishness behind”

Just think, there are so many
men and women on earth, and
the Master does not fail to call
every single one. He calls them
to a Christian life, to a life of
holiness, to a chosen life, to life
eternal. (The Forge, 13)

December 27

Let me go back again to the openness
and simplicity of Jesus' life, which I



have brought to your attention so
many times. His hidden years are not
without significance, nor were they
simply a preparation for the years
which were to come after — those of
his public life. Since 1928 I have
understood clearly that God wants
our Lord's whole life to be an
example for Christians. I saw this
with special reference to his hidden
life, the years he spent working side
by side with ordinary men. Our Lord
wants many people to ratify their
vocation during years of quiet,
unspectacular living. Obeying God's
will always means leaving our
selfishness behind, but there is no
reason why it should entail cutting
ourselves off from the normal life of
ordinary men who share the same
status, work and social position as
we.

I dream — and the dream has come
true — of multitudes of God's
children, sanctifying themselves as



ordinary citizens, sharing the
ambitions and endeavours of their
colleagues and friends. I want to
shout to them about this divine truth:
if you are there in the middle of
ordinary life, it doesn't mean Christ
has forgotten about you or hasn't
called you. He has invited you to stay
among the activities and concerns of
the world. He wants you to know
that your human vocation, your
profession, your talents, are not
omitted from his divine plans. He has
sanctified them and made them a
most acceptable offering to his
Father. (Christ is passing by, 20)
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