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homilies will be made available
shortly.

The world is often compared, in
conversation or in books, with the
sea. It is a good comparison, for in
our lives, just as in the sea, there are
quiet times and stormy seasons,
periods of calm and gusts of strong
wind. One often finds souls
swimming in difficult waters, in the
midst of heavy waves. They travel
through stormy weather, their
journey one sad rush, despite their
apparently cheerful expressions and
their boisterousness. Their bursts of
laughter are a cover for their
discouragement and ill-temper. Their
lives are bereft of charity and
understanding. Men, like fish, devour
each other.

Our task as children of God is to get
all men to enter, freely, into the
divine net; to get them to love each
other. If we are Christians, we must



seek to become fishermen like those
described by the prophet Jeremiah
with a metaphor which Jesus also
often used: 'Follow me and I will
make you fishers of men', he says to
Peter and Andrew.

Let us accompany Our Lord as he
goes about his divine task of fishing.
We find Jesus by the Lake of
Genesareth, with the crowds
pressing upon him, eager 'to hear the
word of God'. Just as they do today!
Can't you see? They want to hear
God's message, even though
outwardly they may not show it.
Some perhaps have forgotten Christ's
teachings. Others, through no fault of
their own, have never known them
and they think that religion is
something odd. But of this we can be
sure, that in every man's life there
comes a time sooner or later when
his soul draws the line. He has had
enough of the usual explanations.
The lies of the false prophets no



longer satisfy. Even though they may
not admit it at the time, such people
are longing to quench their thirst
with the teachings of Our Lord.

Let us follow St Luke's description.
‘At this he saw two boats moored by
the lake, whose fishermen had gone
ashore, and were washing their nets.
And he went on board one of the
boats, which belonged to Simon, and
asked him to stand off a little from
the land; and so, sitting down, he
began to teach the multitudes from
the boat." When he had finished his
catechising, he told Simon: 'Put out
into the deep, and lower your nets
for a catch.' Christ is the master of
this boat. He it is that prepares the
fishing. It is for this that he has come
into the world, to do all he can so
that his brothers may find the way to
glory and to the love of the Father. It
is not we who have invented the
Christian apostolate. If anything, we



get in its way, through our
clumsiness and lack of faith.

Audio and pdf versions of more of
his homilies from the collection
"Friends of God" will be made
available shortly.

To find all the audio homilies in a CD:
click here
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