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“Don't try to be
grown-up. A child,
always a child”

Don't try to be grown-up. A
child, always a child, even
when you are dying of old age.
When a child stumbles and
falls, nobody is surprised; his
father promptly lifts him up.
When the person who stumbles
and falls is older, the immediate
reaction is one of laughter.
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Sometimes this first impulse passes
and the laughter gives way to pity.
But older people have to get up by
themselves. Your sad experience of
each day is full of stumbles and
falls.--What would become of you if
you were not continually more of a
child? Don't want to be grown-up. Be
a child; and when you stumble, may
you be lifted by the hand of your
Father-God. (The Way, 870)

The piety which is born of divine
filiation is a profound attitude of the
soul which eventually permeates
one’s entire existence. It is there in
every thought, every desire, every
affection. Haven’t you noticed in
families how children, even without
realizing it, imitate their parents?
They imitate their gestures, their
habits; much of their behaviour is
the same as that of their parents.

Well, the same kind of thing happens
to a good son of God. One finds



oneself acquiring — without
knowing how, or by what means — a
marvellous godliness, which enables
us to focus events from the
supernatural viewpoint of faith; we
come to love all men as our Father in
Heaven loves them and, what is
more important, we become more
fervent in our daily efforts to come
closer to God. Our wretchedness, I
insist, doesn’t matter, because we
have the loving arms of our Father
God to lift us up. (Friends of God,
146)
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