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Benedict XVI “has enlightened the
Church and the world admirably
with his magisterium . . . he has
highlighted how faith and reason, far
from being opposed to each other,
can cooperate together for a greater
knowledge of God and a deeper
understanding of man” (Bishop
Javier Echevarría, Prelate of Opus
Dei, Pastoral letter, 1 March 2013).

We have put together in this eBook
some of the most important
interventions of Benedict XVI in the
area of faith and reason, including
an address from 2005, when he was
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Prefect of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith.

The texts are taken from 
www.vatican.va and 
www.catholiceducation.org and
include:

• Conference in Subiaco

On the crisis of cultures. 1 April 2005.

• Lecture at the University of
Regensburg

On faith, reason and the university.
12 September 2006.

• Homily in Regensburg

On the rationality of faith. 12
September 2006.

• Address in the College des
Bernardins, Paris

https://www.vatican.va
https://www.catholiceducation.org
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/cardinal-ratzinger-on-europe-s-crisis-of-culture.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/speeches/2006/september/documents/hf_ben-xvi_spe_20060912_university-regensburg.html
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https://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/homilies/2006/documents/hf_ben-xvi_hom_20060912_regensburg.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/speeches/2008/september/documents/hf_ben-xvi_spe_20080912_parigi-cultura.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/speeches/2008/september/documents/hf_ben-xvi_spe_20080912_parigi-cultura.html


Meeting with representatives from
the world of culture. 12 September
2008.

• Address in Westminster Hall

Meeting with representatives of
British civil society. 17 September
2010.

• Address in the Bundestag

On the foundations of law. 22
September 2011.
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