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“You have failings -
and such failings!”

Do not become alarmed or
discouraged to discover that
you have failings - and such
failings! Struggle to uproot
them. And as you do so, be
convinced that it is even a good
thing to be aware of all those
weaknesses, for otherwise you
would be proud. And pride
separates us from God. (The
Forge, 181)

22 September



Oh, Jesus, if only we who are united
in your Love were truly persevering!
If only we could translate into deeds
the yearnings you yourself awaken
in our souls! Ask yourselves often,
‘What am I here on earth for?’ It will
help you in your efforts to finish all
your daily tasks perfectly and
lovingly, taking care of the little
details. Let us turn to the example of
the saints. They were people like us,
of flesh and bone, with failings and
weaknesses, who managed to
conquer and master themselves for
love of God. Let us consider their
lives and, like bees who distil
precious nectar from each flower, we
shall learn from their struggles. You
and I shall also learn to discover so
many virtues in the people about us,
who teach us by their hard work,
their self‑denial, their joy, and we
shall not dwell too much on their
defects; only when it is absolutely
necessary, in order to help them with
fraternal correction.



(Friends of God, 20)
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