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“With him there is
no possibility of
failure”

"I can do all things in him who
strengthens me." With him
there is no possibility of failure,
and this conviction gives rise to
the holy "superiority complex”
whereby we take on things with
a spirit of victory, because God
grants us his strength. (The
Forge, 337)
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If you’re not struggling, it’s no use
telling me that you are really trying
to become more closely identified
with Christ, to know him and love
him. When we set out seriously along
the royal highway, that of following
Christ and behaving as children of
God, we soon realize what awaits us:
the Holy Cross. We must see it as the
central point upon which to rest our
hope of being united with Our Lord.

Let me warn you that the program
ahead is not an easy one. It takes an
effort to lead the kind of life Our
Lord wants... We will, however,
discover our own meanness and
selfishness, the sting of sensuality,
the useless, ridiculous smack of
pride, and many other failings
besides: so very many weaknesses.
But are we to give in to
discouragement? Not at all. Together
with St Paul, let us tell Our Lord, ‘I
am well content with these
humiliations of mine, with the



insults, the hardships, the
persecutions, the times of difficulty I
undergo for Christ; for when I am
weakest, then I am strongest of all’...

I am convinced that unless I look
upward, unless I have Jesus, I will
never accomplish anything. And I
know that the strength to conquer
myself and to win comes from
repeating that cry, ‘I can do all things
in him who strengthens me,” words
which reflect God’s firm promise not
to abandon his children if they do
not abandon him. (Friends of God,
212-213)
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