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“Sowers of peace
and joy”

You laugh because I tell you
that you have a 'vocation for
marriage'? Well, you have just
that: a vocation. Commend
yourself to the Archangel
Raphael that he may keep you
pure, as he did Tobias, until the
end of the way. (The Way, 27)
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It is very important that the idea of
marriage as a real call from God
never be absent, either from the
pulpit and the religion class or from



the conscience of those whom God
wishes to follow this way. Couples
should be convinced that they are
really and truly called to take part in
the fulfillment of God's plan for the
salvation of all men.

For this reason, there is perhaps no
better model for a christian couple
than that of the christian families of
apostolic times: the centurion
Cornelius, who obeyed the will of
God and in whose home the Church
was made accessible to the gentiles;
Aquila and Priscilla, who spread
Christianity in Corinth and Ephesus,
and who cooperated in the apostolate
of St Paul; Tabitha, who out of charity
attended to the needs of the
Christians in Joppe. And so many
other homes and families of Jews and
Gentiles, Greeks and Romans, in
which the preaching of our Lord's
first disciples began to bear fruit.
Families who lived in union with
Christ and who made him known to



others. Small christian communities
which were centers for the spreading
of the Gospel and its message.
Families no different from other
families of those times, but living
with a new spirit, which spread to all
those who were in contact with
them. This is what the first Christians
were, and this is what we have to be:
sowers of peace and joy, the peace
and joy that Jesus has brought to us.
(Christ is passing by, 30)
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